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Charity hits out at authority over roads bid

Council bashed
for A350 plans

A CHARITY has criticised By Matthew Mcl.qughlin this project will pe carried

Wiltshire Council over its : out independently to that un- |
plans for a major new link % DemocracyRe‘po rter. - dertaken for the Local Plan
road in Chippenham. CPRE  Wiltshire chair Review

Countryside charity the Anne Henshay said: “The “The review will take place
CPRE says that the local au-  issue of consultation with towards the end of the year
thority is ‘gsambling £5m of Wiltshire Counci] has been a and there will be an opportu-
public money trying to rush cause for concern for a long nity for stakeholders to take
through an application for time and 1S going from bad to part in this consultation
the ‘distributor road’. worse.” - = “When the project’s plan-

The council hag spent £5m The council says jt aimsto pjng applications are submjt.
to secure the £75m Housing carry out the consultation in ted, the council wi]] consider
Infrastructure Fund to pay the new year : 3 in 1i
for the road on the A350 link- Leader Philip Whitehead, ning policies ang any other

Ing the north and south sides leader of Wiltshire Coun. material considerations, as is

of Chippenham cil said: “All the things that the case with a]] other plan-
. The road will pave the way  CPRE say have not happenqd, ning applications, (
for the development of 7500 we are Committed to do in “The council has 3 budget
New homes ang, according terms of consultation, of £5m to cover costs of devel-
to the CPRE, wij] put an esti- “We have Tepeatedly stateq oping schemes ang that budg-
mated 10,000 more commuy;. that we are committeq focon- et wif pe used carefully to epy. | 1
ers on the road. sulting with local residents, sure the council maximises | t
CPRE claims the council is  businesses ang Wider stake- value of its assets within | ¢
doing this without local con- holders on the road route op- any parameters that exist » b
sultation and withoyt Droper tions for the Chippenham re- a
process, outside the existing  lief road. = >
Local Plan and ahead of an “Thisdhas been delayed due The Issue of S
ubcoming Local Plan Review, to Covid-19 and we are now - r
The council denies this ang] carly 5 o, IS to take place - - CONSUltation has been |V
Says the consultation wij] g0  early in the new year a cause for concern | g
v

ahead but was delayed by the . Dy engagement and pub. e S /
Covid outbreak. lic consultation on behalf of fora long time |
' 



