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Best Kept Village Competition
Entry Guidelines – 2026 detailed version

Submitting Your Entry

1. Completed entries must be returned to the CPRE Wiltshire office by Sunday 19 April 2026. Entries should be submitted by email wherever possible.

2. To validate an entry, villages must submit all three of the following:

a. A completed entry form.

b. A map.

c. A village report.

3. Entries that do not include both a map and a report cannot be accepted.

Preparation

4. Preparing your entry should not take long, particularly if your village has entered the competition before. If this is your first time, it is strongly recommended that the work is shared between two or three people. Asking one or two additional people to proofread the documents before submission can also be very helpful.

5. Improving the appearance of the village does not need to be time-consuming. The most effective approach is to spread the work across many people and hold several short working sessions throughout the year. This makes the final push in April and May much easier. Ending these sessions with a social gathering—such as tea, coffee or a visit to the pub—can be a great way to thank volunteers.

6. Getting to know your Parish Steward and agreeing a programme of work that complements volunteer activity is encouraged.

7. Before submitting your entry, check the marking sheet carefully to ensure you have addressed as many judging criteria as possible. The competition is an excellent opportunity to motivate residents and strengthen community pride.

8. Villages are also encouraged to carry out their own pre-inspection in late April, to identify any areas that may need extra attention.

Working on Highways

9. Wiltshire Council Highways Department has confirmed that villagers do not need a Streetworks licence to collect litter or tidy verges when preparing for the competition.




10. Parish Councils or entry organisers must:

a. Ensure their insurance provides third-party cover for volunteers.

b. Carry out a simple risk assessment, particularly where work is near main roads.

c. Brief volunteers properly and ensure high-visibility clothing is worn.

d. Use road sentries and/or warning signs where traffic volumes or speeds are high.

Village Population Number

11. CPRE requires a population figure, not an electoral roll figure, to be entered on the entry form. It is essential that this figure is accurate, so the village is placed in the correct category.

12. Population figures should be taken from the Office for National Statistics 2021 Census, unless this is known to be inaccurate due to very recent development. www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/topics/census

13. There is no advantage in over- or under-stating the population. Inaccurate figures may disadvantage a village by placing it in an incorrect category, potentially reducing its chance of progressing to the next round. CPRE Wiltshire reserves the right to move any village into the correct population category.

14. If more than one village within a parish wishes to enter, each village must submit its own entry form.

The Map

15. A clear, informative A4-size map must be provided and must be to scale. This may be an extract from an Ordnance Survey map or from another mapping supplier.

16. The map is essential for helping judges navigate the village and should:

a. Clearly mark north.

b. Include a scale.

c. Show some road names.

d. Clearly identify key features listed on the entry form.

17. If necessary, two maps may be submitted - one showing the whole village and one showing additional detail. Key features should be marked using arrows or numbers, with a separate key if required, and care should be taken not to obscure important detail.


18. Maps will be printed or photocopied, so they must have good contrast and colour. Please check that the map is up to date and accurate before submission. Villages are advised to print the map themselves to ensure it remains clear and legible when printed.

Village Boundary

19. The boundary of the area to be judged must be clearly marked on the map using a coloured line. This boundary should:

a. Include the entire core village area.

b. Follow natural features such as field boundaries.

c. Not normally consist of straight lines.

d. Not be the parish boundary if this extends well beyond the village.

20. Areas must not be excluded because they are unsightly. If there are exceptional reasons for exclusion, these must be fully explained in the entry paperwork.

Footpaths

21. All footpaths must be shown using dashed lines in a different colour to the boundary. Footpaths should be reasonably accessible, including from pavements or across verges. If Wiltshire Council has failed to meet its responsibilities regarding footpath access, this should be noted on the entry form or reported to CPRE Wiltshire.

22. Judges do not require a suggested route and may not follow one even if provided.

Mapping Software

23. Online mapping software may be used. One example is Parish Online, which offers a free 30-day trial and discounts for parish councils. Other mapping providers are equally acceptable.

Village Report

24. Villages must submit a brief report describing:

a. Village projects and activities.

b. Community involvement and spirit.

c. Any special challenges or problem areas.

25. The report should be between one and four A4 pages. Photographs may be included if they add value. Longer reports may be submitted if they already exist, but they are unlikely to influence judges more than a concise, well-written report.

26. Brief descriptions of problem areas and conservation areas should be included if there is insufficient space on the entry form. This report is your opportunity to present and promote your village within the context of the competition.

27. A copy of the Parish Magazine may be included, but this is optional.

General Points

28. Please include the village postcode on the entry form to assist judges using SatNav.

29. Judges look for both the absence of litter and the overall condition of all publicly visible or accessible areas.

30. Neatly stacked rubbish bags awaiting collection will not be penalised, provided surrounding areas are tidy.

Conservation and Wildlife

31. Any areas set aside for conservation or wildlife must be:

a. Declared on the entry form.

b. Clearly shown on the map.

c. Explained in the report.

32. For the purposes of this competition, a conservation area is not a formal planning designation. Villages are encouraged to take a positive approach to wildlife. Judges recognise that hedges should not be cut during the bird breeding season and that long grass may be appropriate in some areas.

33. In graveyards, graves should remain clearly identifiable but longer grass elsewhere is acceptable and will not be penalised.

34. Where road verges are deliberately managed for conservation, this should be stated. For safety reasons, verges near junctions should still be kept short.

35. Allowances will be made for factors beyond a village’s control, such as roadworks. These should be listed on the entry form.

36. No village will lose marks for lacking any of the typical listed features.


Judging Timetable

37. First Round judging. Mid-May to mid-June.

38. County Round judging. July

39. Judges work in pairs and do not judge villages close to where they live. Each pair assesses all villages in one size category within a district. First-round winners progress to the County Round, where the Best Kept Small, Medium and Large Villages in Wiltshire are selected.

Certificates and Awards

40. Framed CPRE certificates are awarded:

a. To first-round winners.

b. To the top three villages in the County Round.

41. Additional awards include:

a. Best Newcomer Village.

b. Merit Award for consistent high performance.

42. Presentations are arranged locally and usually take place between September and December.

Financial Prizes

43. All cash prizes are paid directly into parish council accounts via online banking.

County Round Presentation Ceremonies

44. Main presentation ceremonies are held in September (date to be confirmed) in the following categories:

a. The Best Kept Small, Medium and Large Villages.

b. The Laurence Kitching Award-winning village.

45. Awards include certificates, plaques, and the BKVC standard, with representatives from CPRE Wiltshire, Wiltshire Council, sponsors and civic offices in attendance.


Best Kept Village Competition
Entry Tick Sheet (2026)

Before You Start
☐ Village population confirmed using 2021 Census
☐ Village entered in correct size category
☐ Entry deadline noted (19 April 2026)
☐ Responsibilities shared among volunteers
☐ Parish Steward consulted
☐ Pre-inspection carried out (late April)
Paperwork Checklist
☐ Entry form completed in full
☐ Village postcode included
☐ Factors beyond village control listed
☐ Conservation / wildlife areas described
☐ Problem areas clearly explained
Map Checklist
☐ A4 map provided and to scale
☐ North arrow and scale included
☐ Road names included
☐ All key features shown
☐ Area to be judged clearly outlined
☐ Boundary follows natural features
☐ No unsightly areas omitted
☐ All footpaths shown with dashed lines
☐ Conservation / wildlife areas marked
☐ Map checked for accuracy and print clarity
Village Report Checklist
☐ Report is between 1–4 A4 pages
☐ Village projects and activities described
☐ Community spirit demonstrated
☐ Conservation approach explained
☐ Problem areas addressed
☐ Photographs included (optional)
☐ Report proofread
Village Preparation
☐ Litter picking completed
☐ Verges and public areas tidied
☐ Noticeboards clean and up to date
☐ Churchyard / graveyard managed appropriately
☐ Conservation areas clearly intentional
☐ Final village tidy completed before judging
Health & Safety
☐ Insurance provides third-party cover
☐ Risk assessment completed (if working near roads)
☐ High-visibility clothing provided
☐ Road sentries / signage used where needed
Final Submission
☐ Entry form attached
☐ Map attached
☐ Village report attached
☐ All documents checked
☐ Entry submitted by email
☐ Submitted before deadline
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