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Best Kept Village Competition
Entry Guidelines 2026 – Short Version (Plain English)

Submitting Your Entry

1. Completed entries must reach the CPRE Wiltshire office by Sunday 19 April 2026.

2. Entries should be submitted by email where possible please.

3. Each entry must include:

a. A completed entry form

b. A map

c. A village report

Preparing Your Entry

4. Preparing the paperwork should not take long, especially if you have entered before. If this is your first time, share the work between two or three people.

5. Improving the appearance of the village does not need to be time-consuming. Share tasks among as many people as possible, including your Parish Steward. Several short sessions throughout the year will make the final push in April/May much easier. It’s a good idea to finish with a social event, such as tea, coffee, or a visit to the pub.

6. Check the marking sheet to make sure you have covered as many judging criteria as possible.

7. Use the competition as a way to encourage community involvement and village pride.

Safety and Insurance

8. Wiltshire Council Highways Department has confirmed that villagers do not need a Street works licence for litter picking or verge tidying. However, Parish Councils or organisers should:

a. Check that insurance provides third-party cover for volunteers.

b. Provide high-visibility clothing.

c. Use road sentries if needed.



Village Population

9. Use the Office for National Statistics 2021 Census to find your village population number. www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/topics/census

The Map

10. Your map should:

a. Be clear, accurate, up to date and informative.

b. Be A4 size, with a scale and north clearly marked.

c. Include some road names.

d. Use good contrast and colour so it prints clearly.

e. Help judges navigate around the village.

f. Show key features, marked with arrows or a key.

g. Clearly show the area to be judged.

i. This should include the core village area, not the whole parish.

ii. Unsightly areas must not be excluded – explain their condition on the entry form.

11. Show all footpaths, using dashed lines in a different colour.

12. Include two maps if needed (one overview and one detailed).

Village Report

13. Your village report should:

a. Be brief (1–4 A4 pages).

b. Outline village projects and activities.

c. Explain how the village supports community spirit.

d. Include photographs if you wish.

14. Briefly describe:

a. Any problem areas.

b. Conservation or wildlife areas.

15. Above all, sell your village to the judges.

Other Important Points

16. Include your village postcode on the entry form to help judges with SatNav issues.

17. Judges look for:

a. Lack of litter.

b. General condition and tidiness of all publicly visible areas.

18. Any areas set aside for conservation or wildlife must be clearly shown on the map and explained in the report.

a. Note: for this competition, a conservation area does not mean a formal planning designation.

19. A positive approach to wildlife is encouraged, In graveyards, graves should be visible. Long grass is acceptable in other areas and will not lose marks.

20. Use the entry form to explain any issues outside the village’s control (e.g. roadworks or building sites).

21. Villages will not lose marks for lacking specific features.

Judging Timetable

22. District judging. Mid-May to mid-June.

23. County judging: July.

a. Winners are chosen in Small, Medium and Large village categories

Certificates and Prizes

24. Framed CPRE certificates will be awarded in the autumn.

25. Financial prizes will be paid by BACS.

26. Presentation ceremonies will take place in September (date to be confirmed) in:
a. The Best Kept villages (Small, Medium and Large).

b. The Laurence Kitching Award winning village.
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