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MINUTES
Annual General Meeting of The Campaign to Protect Rural England Wiltshire
6:30pm. Thursday 30th of July 2026 
at Corsham Town Hall, High Street, Corsham, SN13 0EZ

1. The Chairman, Anne Henshaw welcomed everyone to the 2026 AGM.
Apologies for absence: Michael Hodges, Philippa Gray and Mary Gillmore.
2. Minutes of the 2025 AGM.
0. Accuracy & confirmation of acceptance of Minutes 
 Proposer: Nick Stokes and Seconder: Geraldine White
0. Matters arising – None
Anne Henshaw introduced Dame Sarah Rose Troughton DCVO, Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire.
3. President’s address.
Sarah thanked Anne Henshaw for all her great work and Wiltshire CPRE for continuing to promote the joys of rural areas.
Sarah expressed the need to keep Local Councils and the Government on our radar and has hopes that our new PM will have a lot to offer.
Sarah raised concerns at the housing numbers proposed for Wiltshire which will double the quantity of cars on our roads and new schools will need to be provided.  She agrees with Hilary McGrady, the Director General of the National Trust who says quantity is not enough; there is a need to connect to green spaces, with nature planned into developments at the start.  There is an inner need for people to be proud of their houses. 
Anne Henshaw, Chairman of Wiltshire CPRE thanked Sarah.
4. Chairman’s Report. 
The past year has been an exceptionally busy one for CPRE, both for the Wiltshire branch and the National Office.
Preparations for our Centenary Year in 2026 have involved developing a range of varied and exciting celebrations. At the same time, we have faced increasing pressure from government proposals for substantial changes to policies within the National Planning Policy Framework. This has presented significant challenges.
The work of scrutinising the many consultations, taking part in online seminars and discussions, and, most importantly, responding to the constant pressure of inappropriate development proposals throughout the county has been undertaken by our dedicated members. I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all of them for the invaluable contributions they make to our work.
Their efforts cover a wide range of issues: from the loss of agricultural land through both large and smaller greenfield developments, to the expansion of solar installations; from commercial and housing proposals that place increasing pressure on rural roads and reduce safety, to the potential for greater flood risk and, perhaps most importantly, the irreversible loss of our landscapes. These are only the major topics among many others that demand our attention.
At the heart of CPRE's concerns is the fact that England is running out of land and running out of time. Fundamental changes to our landscapes, to the character of our historic towns and villages, and to the communities within them, have far-reaching consequences.
Our land faces unprecedented pressures from climate change, the loss of nature and natural resources, and the demands of new development. Yet it is also our greatest asset in addressing these very crises.
Our expanding population lies at the root of many of these pressures, placing increasing demands on land, resources and the natural world. When CPRE was formed in 1926, the population of the United Kingdom was approximately 39.8 million. One hundred years later, it stands at almost 70 million, while the size of our country has remained unchanged. The amount of land available to cultivate towards greater food self-sufficiency has diminished, while the space we require to support our modern lifestyles continues to grow.
Unfortunately, an urban-centric approach to planning dominates many assumptions and predictions.
CPRE seeks to focus on what can be done now: what local authorities can do now, and what government is doing now, to address this looming crisis.
Will these measures be sufficient to have a meaningful long-term effect on the lives that will increasingly be affected by climate change?
We need green energy, but are we unnecessarily sacrificing our countryside to achieve it? Technology is advancing at remarkable speed, and what is implemented today may be outdated within a decade or even less.
We need more housing, but not at the expense of green fields and low-density developments that consume excessive land. Are unnecessary sacrifices being made, or planned, in the name of progress?
We will all need to change our lifestyles quite dramatically to meet the challenges ahead.
Our monthly eNewsletter remains an excellent source of up-to-date information, and I hope that all members have signed up to receive it. 
Finally, I would like to thank our branch staff and volunteers for their hard work and dedication throughout the year: Geraldine White, Office Manager; Sophie Roberts, Administrator and Website Manager; Ed Marks, Treasurer; Rosalind Ambler, Voice Editor; Difaf Sharma, Voice Designer; and Danny Austin, Best Kept Village Competition Project Lead. Their commitment and support are greatly appreciated.
As we enter our centenary year, we can reflect with pride on a hundred years of campaigning to protect and enhance the countryside we value so deeply. The challenges ahead are considerable, but so too are the knowledge, dedication and determination of our members and supporters. Working together, we will continue to be a strong and constructive voice for Wiltshire's countryside, ensuring that future generations inherit landscapes and communities worthy of their care and stewardship.
Thank you for your continued support of CPRE Wiltshire.
Questions:
A member asked if CPRE were familiar with the National Emergency Briefing documentary by Chris Packham which contains frightening statistics on Climate Change.
How can we get builders to build more affordable homes – this question was discussed later by Roger Mortlock within his talk.
Were the increased levels of funds this year due to an appeal - It was a legacy from a stalwart member. 
5. Treasurer's Report and presentation of the Financial Statements for the year to 28th February 2026.
Edward Marks outlined the accounts from 2025 to 2026 and confirmed they had been approved by Phil Chow, our volunteer accountant who raised no matters of concern, confirming that proper accounting records have been maintained.

Edward reported that this has been an exceptionally strong financial year, expenditure remained well controlled and as a result the Charity generated an operating surplus before investment gains.
This year we received a significant increase in donations and legacies, including some large one-off gifts.  This is excellent news, but it is important to recognise that these are non-recurring receipts, so we should not assume income at this level will continue every year.
Looking Ahead, the trustees have reviewed our reserves and believe they are sufficient to support the charity's future activities.
Our focus over the coming year will be to continue using our resources effectively, diversify income where possible and ensure expenditure remains carefully managed, recognising that this year's exceptional income is unlikely to be repeated.
He expressed his thanks to our staff for their support throughout the year, his predecessor, Anthony Cohen, for his work as Treasurer, Phil Chow for carrying out the independent examination, and his fellow trustees for their continued oversight and support.
Members received and adopted the Financial Statements for the year ended 28 February 2026.  Proposer: Anne Henshaw and Seconder: Nick Stokes
6. Confirmation of co-opted trustees during 2025-26 Mary Gillmore and Edward Marks. Proposer: Rosalind Ambler and Seconder: Anne Henshaw
7. Election and Confirmation of Trustees.
7.1	In accordance with the Company/Charity’s Articles of Association, one third of the elected Trustees/ Directors must retire.
The following retire by rotation and have offered themselves for re-election: Heidi Poole and Nick Stokes. Proposer: Geraldine White and Seconder: Rosalind Ambler. 
   7.2 	The Trustees who will continue in 2026-2027 will be: Philippa Gray, Anne Henshaw and Michael Hodges.
7.3 	The following have offered themselves for re-election/election as Trustees/ Directors: Heidi Poole, Nick Stokes, Mary Gillmore and Edward Marks.  Proposer: Geraldine White and Seconder: Rosalind Ambler
Edward Marks will be retiring from his role as Trustee and Treasurer in a couple of months.
Edward was thanked for all his hard work.
8. Appointment of independent examiner of accounts was - P. Chow CPFA BSc (Hons). 
9. Other motions for consideration at the AGM. All motions to be discussed at the AGM must have been provided in writing to the Board of Directors at least 42 days prior to the AGM. Failure to meet this condition may result in the motion being ruled out of order.
None.
10. Any other business
None.
7:00pm
Roger Mortlock – Chief Executive Officer of CPRE gave a thought-provoking talk:
The Campaign to Protect to Rural England - Learning from our past – facing the future.
	This was followed by Questions and answers from Roger.
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