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MINUTES
Annual General Meeting of The Campaign to Protect Rural England Wiltshire
6:30pm. Wednesday 30th of July 2025 at Marlborough Town Hall

1. Welcome and apologies for absence. Heidi Poole
1. Minutes of the 2024 AGM.
0. Accuracy
Confirmation of acceptance of Minutes 
Proposer: Charmian Spickernell and Seconder: Michael Hodges
0. Matters arising
None
Anne Henshaw introduced Dame Sarah Rose Troughton DCVO
1. President’s address.
Sarah talked about the great work done by CPRE and thanked us. 
Sarah also discussed affordable Solar Roof tiles/panels and having them in a range of colours not just black, this will enable them to blend in with different coloured roofs.
Sarah stated that she believed Wiltshire Council was having to make difficult decisions in our Wiltshire. 
An example of this is the approved Compressed Gas/HGV Refuelling Station near Liddington Hill, near junction 15, outside Swindon. Locals were worried about traffic, flooding, and the impact on the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. However, the Council approved it saying the green benefits of Biogas outweigh the national landscape. Easy to criticise but can we do. 
These sorts of issues are campaigned for by CPRE, who argue the case against even                if they are not always successful.  I thank them for trying. 
Volunteers across Wiltshire all know their own patch and campaign within that patch, and CPRE Wiltshire are very good at this, so thank you.
1. Chairman’s Report. 
With a new government comes change. These last 12 months have been horrendous for CPRE. We are only just getting to grips with the new government policy changes that have been brought in and are still being brought in.
The speed of climate change has been underestimated and not prepared for.  Can humans and their technology react in time, and will it work?  I do not believe our reaction will be fast enough or effective enough.
The big challenges in our areas are with housing numbers, road “improvements,” lack of NHS capacity for the thousands of new residents, similar pressure on Schools. Our expanding population is at the root of the problem.  It causes the rapidly increasing pressures on land, resources and the natural world.
Next year is CPREs 100-year anniversary. Since we were first formed in 1926 the population in England has grown from 39,806,000 to 69,551,332, however the size of the country has not changed! The amount of land we can cultivate has diminished, the amount of space we humans demand for our lives grows rapidly. 
We need to concentrate on what we can do now, what our authorities are doing now and what our government is doing now.  Will it ever be sufficient to have any effect, long-term, on lives affected by climate change. We need to change our lifestyles quite dramatically to meet demands.
Wiltshire CPRE works hard for our members, the environment and the countryside and will continue to do so.
It’s very good to see you all here today and I thank you for coming and supporting us.
1. Treasurer's Report and presentation of the Financial Statements for the year to 29th February 2025.
Anthony Cohen outlined the accounts from 2024 to 2025 and confirmed they had been approved by Phil Chow, out volunteer accountant (even though they did not need to be). The accounts had been submitted to Companies House and The Charity Commission.
Everyone agreed they were happy for them to be approved.
Proposer: Geraldine White and Seconder: Michael Hodges. 
1. Confirmation of co-opted trustees during 2024-25 - Heidi Poole.
Proposer: Anne Henshaw and Seconder: Suzanne Keene 
1. Election and Confirmation of Trustees.
7.1	In accordance with the Company/Charity’s Articles of Association, one third of the elected Trustees/ Directors must retire.
The following retire by rotation:
Anne Henshaw and Anthony Cohen. 
                        	Anne Henshaw has offered herself for re-election.
Proposer: Charmian Spickernell and Seconder: Phillipa Gray. 

Charmian thanked Anne for all her hard work, which got a round of applause in agreement.
Anthony Cohen will be retiring from his role.
Anthony was thanked for all his hard work over the years.
After Anthony leaves, Anne will be the only signatory until we get a new treasurer and will do the banking.
The Trustees who will continue in 2025-2026 will be: Philippa Gray, Nick Stokes and Michael Hodges.
1. Appointment of independent examiner of accounts was - P. Chow CPFA BSc (Hons). 
Phil Chow may not continue to do this role next year, as he is retiring from his main job. Geraldine to approach him to see if he would like to be a volunteer treasurer for CPRE Wiltshire.
1. Other motions for consideration at the AGM. All motions to be discussed at the AGM must have been provided in writing to the Board of Directors at least 42 days prior to the AGM. Failure to meet this condition may result in the motion being ruled out of order.
None.
1. Any other business
Anthony Cohen reiterated Sarah Troughton’s words re the Bio Compressed Gas/HGV Refuelling Station outside Swindon. The fact that this was not picked up by CPRE resulted in no response from us. Nor was the local parish council able to respond as they were not notified.  
In our case it was due to the fact that the Google Alert Weekly Digest, which we receive online for all planning updates, seemed to have stopped for a period at that time.  The application was therefore missed.



7:00pm
Speakers
· Roger Mortlock – CPRE The Countryside Charity – current issues facing CPRE.

· Peter Shallcross - Farming with nature in a time of change. Peter, who farms near Tisbury, discusses how farming and conservation can coexist.

· Flo Bound – Flo Bound – The Generation Z perspective on conservation.
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